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AN AMERICAN WORKER’S STORY 

HON. DALE E. KILDEE 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. KILDEE. Mr. Speaker, my constituent 
Steve Grandstaff is shop Chairman of the 
United Auto Workers (UAW) Local 651, which 
represents hourly workers at Delphi East in 
my hometown of Flint, Michigan. 

For the RECORD I would like to read an ex-
cerpt of the electronic testimony that Steve 
wrote for the Education and the Workforce 
Committee e-hearing on the impact of the Del-
phi bankruptcy filing: 

I am the Shop Chairperson of UAW Local 
651 in Flint, servicing Delphi Flint East and 
representing 2800 hard working people. Early 
on in this whole saga I had a realization 
what the whole issue boils down to. 

I refer to it as the promise; the promise 
was part of the deal. The deal was that you 
came to work and did your job for 30 years 
and at the end of that time you could have 
the opportunity to go on your way with a 
somewhat comfortable pension to see you 
through your later years. 

The workers end of the promise was that 
they worked the off shifts for the first dec-
ade of employment. This meant working the 
hot days in the summer and the cold ones in 
the winter. That in itself meant that you 
were at work when your family and your 
friends were working normal hours and en-
joying life. 

The promise meant that you worked in the 
grimy, dangerous conditions. You did boring 
monotonous jobs. You suffered the labeling 
by society because you worked in a factory. 

You would work the extra hours so that 
you could get the nice things that life of-
fered. The things that seemed to come easier 
to other people but in your case you had to 
do a little extra to get them. . . . 

Over the years many of us had the oppor-
tunity to make a decision, should I stay or 
should I move on to something else. Many, 
many people stayed on because of the prom-
ise. 

They made decisions not to go to a new ca-
reer because they were many years into the 
equation of which the promise weighed oh so 
heavily. 

The promise was always out there. 

The company always reminded anyone 
that would listen about how they were fund-
ing our pensions and used that as a bar-
gaining chip when our wages or benefits were 
on the table. 

It was always figured in as a benefit cost 
even though now some wonder if the com-
pany ever really intended to fulfill the prom-
ise. 

Now here we are near the end of our ca-
reers, not as young as we used to be, many of 
us broken. When so many of us are so close 
to being able to cash in on the promise the 
company is attempting to take it away from 
us. . . . 

Mr. Speaker, this Congress has failed to 
protect American workers while focusing on 
protecting the privileged few. 

It is time for these workers’ stories to be 
heard and I am pleased to have this oppor-
tunity to share one of these stories. 

RECOGNIZING THE ARMENIAN 
YOUTH FEDERATION 

HON. CAROLYN B. MALONEY 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to share with my colleagues a wonderful 
speech made by Nanor Harutunian of the Ar-
menian Youth Federation at a recent event 
that I attended in New York City to commemo-
rate the 91st anniversary of the Armenian 
Genocide. 

The speech reads: 
Your eminence Archbishop Oshagan 

Choloyan, Reverend Clergy, Government Of-
ficials and Honored Guests. 

In the words of Martin Luther King Jr.: 
‘‘Our lives begin to end the day we become 
silent about things that matter.’’ Silence, is 
a spoken language in itself. Silence may 
often speak louder than words. Silence, ver-
balizes fear, ignorance, tacit agreement, 
carelessness, and defeat. What it does not 
portray is anger, persistence, perseverance, 
knowledge, and strength. The Armenian 
Youth Federation will never be silent. We 
will continue to speak for justice and truth. 

As the Armenian Youth, the AYF was built 
on the endurance and determination of its 
ancestors. Determination to keep our nation 
and our country united, free and inde-
pendent. It is this determination that we 
possess when we hold the Turkish govern-
ment accountable for the Genocide of the Ar-
menian people 91 years ago. We stand united 
not only as an organization but as a people 
to honor the memory of over one and a half 
million Armenians killed at the hands of the 
Ottoman Empire. It is by educating our-
selves that we become empowered. It is 
through this education that we can make a 
difference. We are the children, grand-
children, and great grandchildren of those 
Armenians who were forced out of their 
homeland, of those Armenians who perished. 
We have worked and will continue to work 
with other communities to raise awareness 
of crimes against humanity. We have held 
protests, rallies, vigils and memorials in the 
name of justice and honor. 

Dr. King also said ‘‘The ultimate measure 
of a man is not where he stands in moments 
of comfort and convenience, but where he 
stands at times of challenge and con-
troversy.’’ If one is afraid to stand up for 
what he or she believes in, then it is not 
worth believing in anything at all. We stand 
for recognition and reparations. Our ances-
tors had their families, homes, culture, and 
country taken away from them. The Arme-
nian Youth Federation calls for the atroc-
ities of the past to be recognized. Only by 
first recognizing the past, can we truly rec-
ognize our future. 

f 

PAYING TRIBUTE TO THE ORDER 
OF THE SILVER ROSE 

HON. JON C. PORTER 
OF NEVADA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. PORTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Linda and Luz Arellano. They are re-
sponsible for awarding the Order of the Silver 
Rose Medal and Award to our veterans in Ne-
vada. 

The Order of the Silver Rose was estab-
lished in 1997 by Mary Liz Marchand. Her fa-

ther, Chief Hospital Corpsman Frank Davis, 
died from illnesses resulting from the use of 
Agent Orange in the Vietnam War. Mary Liz’s 
friend brought a silver rose to Chief Davis 
while receiving treatment in Salt Lake City. 
Upon his death Mary Liz established the Order 
of the Silver Rose for the victims of Agent Or-
ange. 

Linda and Luz Arellano have started the 
Order of the Silver Rose Nevada chapter in an 
effort to bring honor and recognition to the vet-
erans of the Vietnam War. On April 26, 2006, 
Linda and Luz, on behalf of the Nevada Chap-
ter of the Order of the Silver Rose, honored 
fifteen veterans from Nevada and recognized 
them for their service and sacrifice during the 
Vietnam War. I would like to share the names 
of those noble veterans, they are; Ronald G. 
Smith, Edward Fizer, William Siebentritt, David 
Gilmartin, Joseph C. Marrs, William T. Anton, 
Dennis Sitzler, Harold Williams Jr., Carlos 
Cepeda, Charles E. Johnson, Donald 
WeIchold, Robert F. McHale, George S. Nagy, 
Leon Walker, and Arturo Garingan. 

Mr. Speaker, I am proud to honor Linda and 
Luz Arellano as well as the veterans they rec-
ognized with the award of the Silver Rose. On 
behalf of Nevada, I thank these brave vet-
erans for their service and sacrifice. 

f 

54TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE 
NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 

HON. BOBBY JINDAL 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 3, 2006 

Mr. JINDAL. Mr. Speaker, whereas, the his-
torical record of the United States, as ac-
knowledged by the highest court in our land, 
reveals a clear and unmistakable pattern 
woven throughout our Nation’s history; Amer-
ica was founded upon the principles and truths 
revealed in the Holy Scriptures; and 

Whereas, as a Nation with a Judeo-Chris-
tian heritage, prayer has been and remains an 
essential element of our national conduct as 
we seek divine direction and blessing; and 

Whereas, our Nation’s leaders, beginning 
with our first president, George Washington, to 
our current president, George W. Bush, have 
called upon Americans to individually and cor-
porately pray for and seek God’s divine bless-
ing upon our Nation in both times of peace 
and in times of conflict; and 

Whereas, in times of great crisis we have 
been prompted by officially proclaimed days of 
prayer to ask for God’s guidance; and 

Whereas, Holy Scripture instructs in 1 Sam-
uel 2:30 to give God honor; and 

Whereas, in 2006, on the 54th Anniversary 
of the National Day of Prayer, America once 
again finds herself in the midst of danger and 
uncertainty making it essential that we as a 
people seek God’s direction through prayer so 
that our world might enjoy peace. 

Now Therefore, I encourage all of the citi-
zens of Louisiana to participate in honoring 
God by seeking His blessing both upon our 
State and our Nation. 
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